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Abstract

The Establishment and Management of Myeongseong Women's School
- The First Buddhist Women's School in Modern Period -

Kim, Eun-young
(Associate Researcher,
Institute for Buddhist Culture at Dongguk University)

This study was intended to examine the Buddhist community’s
consciousness and capacity for women’'s education during the
enlightenment period through Myungsung Women's School, which was
established and operated by the Buddhist community before the liberation.
The purpose of this study is to examine the ideology of the establishment
and operation of modern Buddhist women's educational institutions is as
follows. First, it clarified the subject of establishment and operation of
Myeongseong Women's School, revealing the social atmosphere at that
time and who influenced Buddhism women's school education. Second,
this study examined whether the establishment and operation of
Myeongseong Women's School was related to the formation process of
modern Buddhist women’s awareness.

The establishment and operation of Myeongseong Women's School has
several points in the history of Buddhist education. In particular, it is
significant in the self-reliance of women who have believed in Buddhism
and did not rely on outside forces and capital such as foreign
missionaries. They established and operated the school as the central
operating body of the Korean traditional religion. Myeongseong Women's
School changed its social consciousness to female Buddhist education.
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